
Hope all our readers are having 
a great summer and any visitors 

to the village are enjoying a flick 
through our magazine - you can keep 
up-to-date with the Maroni news 
online once you return home and we 
would be happy for any input you 
would like to put in the magazine. 
Could be a question, comment or 
article?  
Thanks to the 
readers who 
c o n t r i b u t e d 
input for this 
edition, we 
h a v e  t wo 
r e s t a u r a n t 
reviews and 
some peachy 
recipes from 
our very own 
peach Jackie. 
She told me 
she decided to 
write the recipes as she has so many 
peaches on her fruit trees. I didn’t get 
any fruit on my fruit trees this 
summer due to the strong winds 
blowing all the blossom off; let us 
know if you have had a good harvest 
of fruit and give me some tips as I 
am not having much luck. 

�

�

We have shopping reviews - please 
let us know if you find a great shop in 
Cyprus or online that delivers to 
Cyprus. 
We have a few entries in the My 
Treasure of Maroni competition and 
we were delighted with the winning 
entry, take a look inside and tell us 
what you think. It put a smile on my 
face and makes it all seem 

worthwhile. 
Hilly’s Hints is 
all about fuel 
economy and 
with fuel prices 
set to rise I am 
sure you will 
find it helpful. 
W hat ’ s  O n 
guide takes you 
through the 
summer months 
and if you are 

feeling bendy or just want to get fitter 
why not try a spot of yoga in Tochni, 
details inside. 
Have a great summer from all of the 
news team. 

Ay Nikolaos 
church at 

night 

Please report any broken water pipes to 
the village committee straight away! 

Telephone 24 333 111 or visit the office 
mornings or evening 7-8 PM. Thank you. 
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I hope that some of you will 
have logged on to our new web-site 
which we set up in May. The process 
was a learning curve for the Maroni News 
team, none of us with any previous 
experience in website building. But with 
the help of a couple of good books and 
software (oh, and huge internet bills 
incurred which the team have not 
claimed for!), we celebrated the launch of 
www.maroninews.com.  

You may wonder why we felt it was 
necessary to change? As ever, we are 
trying to look at ways to save money and 
keep the newsletter going. So after a lot 
of time, effort and a bit of a gamble that it 

 Web Site Costs   Projected  

   2009/2010 2010/2011 

  € € (@ current 
exchange 

rate) 
Domain name www.maroninews.com   11.67  11.69 

Hosting fees (inc. set up fee)  48.94  36.32 

VAT on above  9.09  7.35 
Web-site book  20.00   
Coffeecup software (45$)  35.00   

TOTAL  124.70  55.36 

would work, we went ahead. In previous 
years we had been paying around 240€ a 
year for www.maroninews.net. Below I 
have shown the costs for this year and 
those projected for next year.  

I think the figures speak for themselves. 
We are proud of the result and look 
forward to building the site and 
welcoming readers’ views on what they 
would like to see there. 

Despite making these savings, we are 
really going to struggle to cover the costs 
of this year’s publications. So, once 
again, we would welcome donations and 
more advertisers. Please help. 
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All original material in this magazine is the 
property of the Maroni News and may not be 
reproduced without permission.  

No responsibility is accepted for the accuracy 
or opinions expressed  in articles and letters. 

Advertisements are accepted in good faith 
and any complaints should be taken up with 
the advertiser. 

The village committee has spoken to 
the Green Dot company that deals 
with recycling in Cyprus and it is not 
possible to bring it to the village at 
the moment. Seven villages must all 
agree to recycling or you have to be 
a municipality. We will bring this 
facility as soon as possible and 
thanks to all who took part in the 
survey. 
On the 24th June the committee is 
having a meeting with Larnaca 
Municipality to propose ideas for the 
Maroni beach area. 
Broadband will be installed before 
the end of the year probably 
October/November.  
The village party will take place on 
the 25th July in the village Square at 
8:00 pm,; we do not have a cost for 
tickets as yet. 
The committee is getting quotes for 
the stone to be placed on the wall on 
the entrance to the village and we 
hope to start this work in September/
October. 
Blood donations will take place at 
the village youth club at 7.00 on 
6/7/09, if you would like to turn up 
and donate everybody is welcome, 
you never know when you will need 
it back? 
The village is losing a lot of water 
from broken pipes, if you see any 
leaks please report to the village 

office STRAIGHT AWAY, we do not 
want to be short of water this 
summer. 
Hope you all have a good summer 
and I hope your visitors enjoy visiting 
our village during the summer 
months. I look forward to seeing you 
all at the village party. 
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It seems as if this is a really good 
year for cereal crops in Cyprus. 
The winter rains, extending well 
into May, turned the whole island 
green. By June most of the crop 
was harvested and the countryside 
was covered in these huge bales. 
Not quite Constable’s Hay Wain, 
but a  good rural scene 
nevertheless. Hopefully our cattle 
and goats will thrive… 

The Maroni 
News Team 
a l w a y s 
w e l c o m e s 
submissions of 
p h o t o s  o f 
people and 
places. Share 
your pictures 
w i t h  o t h e r 
readers! 
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We have a variety of 
interesting events 
around the island over 

the next couple of months, from with 
Women’s BeachVolleyball to Opera. 

The Geroskipou \Municipality are hosting 
an annual Beach Volleyball competition 
from 16th to 19th July. The event attracts 
international athletes, and includes 
entertainment and beach parties. The 
competition schedule starts from 10:00 
am, (midday on Saturday and Sunday) 
and entrance is free. 

Limassol’s wine Festival has been held 
annually since the 1960s. It is held at the 
Municipal Gardens, just across from the 
coastal promenade, and this year the 
Festival will run from August 28th to 

September 6th. There is a small entrance 
fee, but there are samplings of free wine 
once you are inside. 

The Paphos Aphrodite Festival is another 
annual event that continues to attract 
enthusiastic audiences, now in its 
eleventh year. This year on September 4, 
5 and 6 the National Opera of Sofia will 
present Léo Delibes’ popular opera 
“Lakmé” at the Paphos Medieval Castle. 

Looking ahead, there will be a repeat of 
the Yoga and relaxation weekend in 
Tochni. The retreat will be held on 6th - 
8th November, and a discount is being 
offered for reservations made before 31st 
August. Contact Maggie on 99973144, or 
email Maggie@yogaincyprus.com; or 
visit the website www.yogaincyprus.com.  
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Although we did not have quite the huge 
response to our ‘My Treasure of Maroni’ 
Competition we had hoped for, the whole 
editorial team were delighted with this poem. 

Thank you, Jane, for the lovely thoughts. A 
deserving winner indeed. We will be in touch 

MY TREASURE OF MARONI 
This treasure I find upon the floor, 

Carefully squeezed beneath our door. 

The plastic wrap bears our name, 

Though we have no claim to fame. 

Printed paper, so very thin 

Lies within this plastic skin. 

Not a very obvious treasure,  

But it gives me so much pleasure. 

Guaranteed to lift the blues. 

What is this treasure? Why, ‘Maroni News’! 

Hilly’s hints and gardening tips, 

Who to call when your tap drips. 

Village news and a best-selling book, 

Traveller’s tales and things to cook. 

 Competitions, puzzles and so much more, 

Lies within this treasure under our door. 

Jane Anastasiades. 

Skarinou 

very soon to present you with your copy of 
the Treasure Of Maroni by Pearl and Erik 
Lonnfors. 

The Runners Up are Joachim and Fransica 
Fearudi from Gruenais, Germany. Their 
photograph (on the next page) shows an  
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‘avlee’ garden that is just so typical in 
Maroni. It is obvious that they share the 
common feeling of peace and tranquillity that 
is the true treasure, not only of Maroni, but 
many Cypriot villages. 

If any readers would like to buy a copy of the 
book, ‘ the Treasure of Maroni’ there are still 
a few left at €17 each. Contact Mary on 
99127641. 
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Ode to East Lane School, Wembley, Middlesex 

So quiet and so deserted, the blades of grass grow free, 
Between the cracks in the school yard, where children used to be, 

Where once the rope was skipped, and the ball was batted, 
Childless, soundless air, where weeds are growing matted. 
Gone is the jangle of the bell, that called them all to play, 
And the short sharp whistle, that held running feet to stay, 

To call them to attention, to stand in crocodile lines, 
And then again, to release them for improvement of their minds. 
What happened to all the children, the traffic now flows free? 

They're off on summer holidays, now it's peace for you and me!! 
Kai Pendred 

NB. This was inspired by me because I lived in the middle of five schools all within a quarter 
mile radius...... 
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Hilly’s Hints takes to the road. With the 
cost of fuel continuing to rise, we’ve 
some handy hints on fuel economy. 
Although we know all our readers are 
steady, careful drivers who look after 
their vehicles, it does no harm to be 
reminded ... 

* Servicing the engine regularly - 
changing spark plugs and air filters - 
improves your fuel consumption 

* Using a high quality engine oil (check 
your manufacturer’s recommendation) 
helps the engine operate more 
efficiently thus saving fuel 

* Remove clutter from the boot, and 
remove the roof rack if you don’t use it 
regularly, reducing the weight your car 

is carrying; the engine 
has less work to do, so uses less fuel 

* Plan ahead to reduce the number of 
trips into town - fewer miles equals 
fewer litres 

* Using the car’s aircon uses fuel, so 
minimise the times you use it; open 
windows reduces your fuel economy 
too - use the fan instead 

* Use the highest appropriate gear to aid 
fuel consumption 

* Fast driving consumes more fuel than 
keeping to the limits, revving the 
engine or braking too hard means 
wasted fuel 

Remember sensible driving equals safety 
AND savings. 
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On the 19th - 
20th May from 
8:00pm in the 
evening until 
3:00 am in the 
morning the 
blessing of the 
n e w  S t 
N i c h o l a s 
church took 
place in the 
village. 

Bishop Trimythountas, Mr Barnabas, 
officiated along with local priests, 
and many village residents attended 
to celebrate. The new church is 
situated off the road past the 
graveyard that leads down towards 
the sea on the left hand side in an 
elevated position. The location of 
this new church is going to make it 
very popular for summer weddings 
and christenings. 

A few years back a team of 
archaeologists from America studied 
the area and found evidence that a 
church had stood in the area of the 

new church around 640 AD. 
Evidence of other buildings and 
coins that were found gave them this 
conclusion. If you visit the church 
and see the elevated position it 
would probably make sense that it 
was once occupied as you would be 
able to see if anybody was 
approaching the area to attack. 
Due to the fact that a church once 
stood on the hill and the beautiful 
location it was decided that a new 
church would be built. Plans were 
submitted to build in the place of the 
old church but rejected by the 
archaeology department so new 
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plans were drawn up and the site 
moved 200 metres and accepted. 
A lot of donations 
by locals and free 
services by some 
involved in the 
build have helped 
to achieve this 
beautiful new 
church and not 
forgetting a lot of hard work from a 
very proud Father Gregory and the 
support of his lovely wife Christina, 
and in Father Gregory’s words "the 
help of God". 

The pictures on these pages show 
various stages of the blessing and 
dedication, as well as the icons both 
inside and outside the church of Ayios 
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TIFFANY MALL now ‘MY MALL’  

Cyprus’ largest shopping mall opened on 
30th May, and is to house 130 retail units 
(compared to 30 at the Cyprus Mall),17 
restaurants/fast food outlets, banks, dry 
cleaners, pharmacy etc.  

On a Monday in mid-June I decided to 
pay a visit. It was easy to find in Zakaki, 
just after Orphanides on the road to the 
Fasouri water park (I think the junction 
could be very busy at weekends) . 
Parking areas seemed adequate, 
although I was a bit surprised not to find 
underground parking which would be 
welcome in the summer.  

On entering I was pleasantly surprised to 
see many of the units open for business 
as I had heard otherwise, BUT then I 

went up to the second 
level and there were only 
a couple of outlets open and no signs to 
tell you what was ‘coming soon’. 

I asked for a store directory at the 
information desk, but they had yet to be 
printed and the assistant was unable to 
advise me of the shops due for opening 
as she did not have a list, but that they 
would be open in the next couple of 
months.  

The mall has a fair size ‘Public’ and a 
smallish ‘M&S’, other outlets were similar 
to those found in most high streets. It is 
very ‘fashion store’ orientated, no 
supermarket so not a ‘one-stop’ shop 
place & at the moment there are not 
many food outlets. 



13 

Summer opening hours:8:30 am — 7:00 pm daily 

A TASTE SENSATION! 
Jar - Gourmet Marmalades and 
Chutneys shop is now open in Kato Drys 
(near Lefkara village). Elli’s wonderful 
range of jams, marmalades and 
chutneys are all lovingly and 
painstakingly made by hand, using 

traditional methods 
with best quality, 
hand sel ect ed, 
p r o d u c e .  T h e 
amazingly colourful 
selection contains 
p u r e l y  na t u r a l 
ingredients, nothing 
artificial is added. 

There’s jams of 
‘apricot, amaretto & almond’ or ‘fruity 
banana, rum & hazelnut’ and many other 
unusual and tempting combinations. 
Marmalades include ‘rum & raisin’ 
amongst the eclectic choice. As to 
chutneys, there’s ‘tomato & date’, ‘sweet 
fig & onion’, ‘sweet red pepper & celery’ 
and several hot and spicy varieties, 
including ‘sweet picca-chilli-lilli’. 

Tempted? Do visit the shop in Kato Drys 
to sample some. For more information 
contact Elli on 96476265 or email 
jar_preserves@cytanet.com.cy. 

The ice rink was smaller than I expected, 
on the lower level and overlooked by 
viewing galleries on the upper floors. I 
wouldn’t have liked to be on full public 
view falling on my bo***m! 

Recently, after an out of court settlement 
between the mall’s parent company, 
Tiffany Investments Ltd and the 
American company Tiffany & Co, it was 
agreed that the mall’s name will change 
to ‘My Mall’. Maybe that’s why the store 
directories have yet to be printed, and 
perhaps why so many businesses do not 
seem in a hurry to move in. And also I 
gather that the rent for a unit is 5000€ a 
month! 

My recommendation – wait another 
couple of months before going. But 
overall, I think it will be good when it’s 
finished. 

Opening hours 10.00 – 19.30 Monday-
Saturday. Same on Sunday, but the 
shops aren’t open. 

For more information look up www.tiffany-
mall.com  
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The Maroni Art Group has continued to 
enjoy using the new Village Area and 
since the last issue of Maroni News we 
have been able to sit outside and paint 
every week. Our thanks to the Mukhtar 
and the Village Committee for continuing 
to allow us to use this facility. 

We have undertaken some very 
enjoyable mornings with 
instruction from Sylvia and as a 
result feel we must now aim to 
produce enough good work to 
enable us to hold an Exhibition 
in the not too distant future. 

We all had a very enjoyable and 
relaxing end of ‘term’ at our last 
meeting on Tuesday, 2nd June  when 
Sylvia let us return to the ‘basics’! We 
experimented with the use of water/oil/ 
bleach/ ink and paint on paper and 
canvas - the results were truly amazing 
…… well in most cases they were! As for 
the rest of us - we just had fun - a great 
way to end for the summer. Thank you 
once again Sylvia for giving us all the 
benefit of your experience and 
continuing to make learning so enjoyable 
- we do appreciate your visits to the 
Group. 

The Maroni Art Group 
will resume meeting 
again on Tuesday 22nd September 2009 
and we would like to wish everyone a 
very enjoyable summer. 

If you would like to come and paint/draw 
with us we will be only too happy to see 
you.  We meet every Tuesday morning - 

09.30-12.00 - in the small building 
behind the Village Office.  

Please do not hesitate to 
contact either Sue Lait 

(24332731) or Rosemary Corner 
(24333383) if you would like more 

information. 
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Just Peachy- 

Quick and 
Simple Recipes 

for Peaches 

Liqueured Peaches  

4 yellow peaches 
300mls water 
100g sugar 
Thinly peeled lemon rind 
30mls maraschino or orange liqueur 
Put the peaches in boiling water, remove 
the skin with a knife; cut in half and 
remove the stones. Put the water, sugar 
and lemon rind in a pan, dissolve the 
sugar and bring to the boil. Add the 
peaches and poach very gently for about 
10 minutes, until just soft. Drain carefully. 
Reduce the syrup to about one third, 
strain and stir in the liqueur; pour this 
over the peaches and chill. 

Peach Pickle  

900g granulated sugar 
600mls white vinegar 
15mls whole cloves 
15mls whole allspice 
Small piece root ginger 
Small piece cinnamon stick 
Rind of half lemon, thinly pared 
1.8kg peaches, skinned, stoned and 
quartered 

Dissolve the sugar in the vinegar. Crush 
the spices, tie in a piece of muslin with 
the lemon rind and add to the pan. 
Simmer the fruit in the sweetened 
vinegar until soft. Drain the fruit and pack 
neatly into warmed jars. Boil the vinegar 
until it is slightly reduced and beginning 
to thicken. Pour sufficient vinegar syrup 
over the fruit to cover, cover the jars and 
seal. Store for 2-3 months before use. 
 
Brandied Peaches  

450g fresh peaches  

225g sugar 

About 150mls brandy or Cointreau 

Skin the peaches by plunging them into 
boiling water, then gently peeling off the 
skins. Halve the peaches and remove 
the stones. Make a light syrup by 
dissolving the 125g sugar in 300mls of 
water and poach the peaches gently for 
4-5 minutes. Remove from the heat, 
drain and arrange the fruit in small jars. 
Add the remaining sugar to the 
remaining syrup and dissolve it slowly. 
Bring to the boil and boil at 110°C; allow 
to cool. Add an equal quantity of brandy 
or Cointreau to the syrup, pour over the 
peaches and seal as for chutney. 
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1st July is the celebration of 
Ay Anagyri with celebrations 
at the small church of that 
name. The service will be at 
7:00 am. 

From 1st to 15th August we 
will be having a service every evening in 
St George church in the village, at 6 pm 
for the Virgin Mary, to pray in her 
memory for the time that she left us.  

6th August is the metamorphosis of 
Jesus (the Ascension), so we will have 
service morning and evening on that 
day.  

I hope all our readers enjoy the summer 
months. 

NOTICE 

Following complaints from readers, the 
Maroni News Team decided to stop 
printing a particular advert. Mostly, the 
input about adverts is very positive and we 
hope that readers can rely on the quality 
and integrity of our advertisers 

WARNING 

Due to the high fire risk 
during the summer months, 
take special care not to drop 

cigarette ends or to  burn 
rubbish as fires can spread 

quickly out of control.  
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Hi Tamsin 

I always read the Maroni news 
online and think it's great, the last issue 
mentioned that Maroni was to have 
broadband, have you any update on this 
(as the latest addition did not mention 
anything), ie is this now available in 
Maroni or if not do you know when. 

I appreciate your help as I will be in 
Cyprus from mid July and want to keep in 
contact back in UK. 

Thanks again 

Mario 

Hi Mario, we are pleased that you enjoy 
reading the Maroni News online. I spoke 
with the Mukhtar last night about when 
we are going to have broadband installed 
in the village and I am afraid he said it 
would be towards the end of the year so 
we won’t have it when you visit the 
village. We were told we were top of the 
list for having broadband in 2009? Maybe 
they only do one village a year; we do 
have a lot of bank holidays. Zygi village is 
2 min drive from Maroni and a Café has 
opened that has free Wi-Fi. Contact the 
Maroni news prior to your visit if you 
would like directions. 

Hope you enjoy your holiday. 

Tamsin 

Leaving Cyprus 

For Sale: 
Wide Collection of Traditional Cypriot 

Furniture—and Other Items. 

Please contact David Hirst, Maroni 
Village;  

99311954, 24332613 
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Non-commercial Small Ads  are printed 
free of charge, but a small donation to 
the Maroni News is appreciated. 

Send your for sale or wanted lists to us at 
the usual addresses (see page 3) 

 

Erratum 
Apologies to Sparky Spence the electrician. 
We managed to get his telephone number 
wrong in his advert for the last editions. 

Apologies also to at least one reader who 
wanted to contact him and had a grand tour of 
the island with all the possible number 
combinations he tried! 

The advert below has the correct number. 
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An Exceptional Meze at the Sertis 
Tavern, Vasa 

If you’d like a peaceful outing on a 
Sunday, try having a meze at the Sertis 
Tavern in Vasa. We had an exceptional 
Sunday lunch there recently. Everything 
was fresh and delicious, prepared with 
thought and skill. We could tell the meal 
was a cut above the minute we sat down 
and were presented with warm, 
homemade olive bread – without pits. 

The meze starters included spiced 
ground beef with raisins and pine nuts, 
and a succulent fresh pepper and feta 
salad. No tarama. The green salad was 
fresh from the pervoli. Each of the dishes 
was well made, and the selection was 
inventive. Although it was a meat meze, I 
appreciated the baby octopus spiced 
with cloves. And I liked the grilled rabbit. 

Your hosts are Sofi and 
Stepho, repatriated Eastenders. They 
grow their own produce organically. 
Currently, the tavern is open only on 
Friday and Saturday nights, and Sunday 
lunchtime. It’s in attractive surroundings, 
at the stoneclad village office compound 
in Vasa village, 5 kilometres beyond 
Asgata. If you take the highway exit to 
Monogrouli and drive up through Asgata, 
it should be about 40 minutes from 
Maroni. If you take the scenic route 
behind Kalavasos to Asgata, it will be a 
bit longer, but a nice drive. 

The meze is €17 per person, including 
fruit, coffee and dessert, and the wines 
reasonably priced. The telephone 
number is 99133837. 

Submitted by Maria Birkett 

For this issue, we are happy to print  two 
restaurant reviews submitted by our 
readers. 

If you have a favourite restaurant/bar/
snack bar do write in and tell us about it, 
to share with other readers. 

You will find all our contact information 
on page 3. 
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“ Get Fresh…..” Francis & Maria 
Court Sittika Hanum Larnaca  

Off on a shopping expedition to Larnaca? 
Going to Carrefour, Prinus, Orphanides 
or M&S? 

If so, then take a break at “Get Fresh…” 
and partake of some well prepared 
refreshment to ease the pain of the credit 

or debit card in the wallet, as well as the 
heat of the summer! 

Where is “Get Fresh….”?  Going into 
Larnaca on the motorway, cross over the 
x-roads at the fire station and on over the 
lights at Orphanides. At the next set of 
lights, turn right (M&S is now on your 
right) and right again. “Get Fresh…..” is 
on your left and right opposite Costeas 
Kyriakos, the VW/Seat/Skoda and Audi 
servicing garage. More importantly, 
ladies, “Get Fresh…..” is right next door 
to Vercelli shoe shop. So, you can put 
your feet up in more than one sense of 
the saying. 

“Get Fresh……” is the brainchild of David 
and Kika Madden, a young British born 
Cypriot couple who opened up for 
business in November last. 

David has strong connections to Maroni, 
as his maternal grandparents (Georgina 
and Nicos) live here, as do his great aunt 
Thekla and aunt Kylie. David was born in 
Leeds. Kika hails from Liverpool and the 
two met in Ayia Napa when David was on 

a holiday from England and Kika was 
working there in 2006. 

So, after all that what goodies can David 
and Kika prepare and serve up for you? 

If you’re in town early, then toast, bacon 
and coffee might appeal, or how about 
the breakfast basket of muffins, baby 
croissants and cinnamon swirls washed 
down with a choice from the range of 
juices available?  

Later in the day one of the thirteen 
different gourmet sandwiches might take 
your fancy, unless you want to create 
your own from a variety of meats, 
cheeses, vegetables and fish. Oh! and 
don’t forget to add a dressing from the 
dozen or so available. 

However, before plunging into a 
sandwich take a good look at the range 
of salads on offer as well as some five 
choices of fillings for a lovely baked 
Cyprus potato. 

Round it all off with a tasty crepe for 
dessert. 

Thirsty? Smoothies and Coolers abound, 
as do a mind boggling array of different 
styles of coffee. 

There just has to be something appealing 
to everyone, and you need some energy 
for the drive back home. “Get Fresh….” 
before getting back behind the wheel. 

Submitted by Brian Lait 



20 


